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Advanced Medical Imaging is 
now offering DaTscan imaging 
for diagnosing Parkinson’s Dis-
ease.  SPECT scan of the brain 
using Ioflupane I 123 injections 
(DaTscan®) is the first and only 
FDA-approved aid in differenti-
ating a relatively benign condi-
tion, essential tremor, from Par-
kinsonian syndromes. In Eu-
rope, DaTscan has been in clin-
ical use for ten years and has 
been used in nearly 300,000 pa-
tients worldwide.  

In clinical exams, the signs and 
symptoms of Parkinsonian syn-
dromes (PS) can be misleading 
or mimic other conditions, such 
as essential tremor, especially 
during the early stages of the 

disease and in the elderly. 
DaTscan can help increase cer-
tainty of diagnosis.  

Parkinsonian syndromes are 
associated with dopamine trans-
porter (DaT) loss in the striata. 
Ioflupane I 123 is a radiophar-
maceutical indicated for striatal 
DaT visualization using SPECT 
brain imaging to assist in the 
evaluation of adult patients 
with suspected PS. Ioflupane I 
123 binds to DaT proteins on 
dopaminergic nigrostriatal neu-
rons, a bundle of nerve fibers in 
the brain. In a normal scan, Io-
flupane I 123 is distributed in 
the striata and appear as mir-
rored “comma” or crescents. A 
decrease in Ioflupane I 123 ac-

tivity results in a circular 
“period” or ovals and reduced 
image intensity on one or both 
sides.  

DaTscan helps differentiate es-
sential tremor from tremor due 
to idiopathic Parkinson’s dis-
ease, multiple system atrophy, 
progressive supranuclear palsy 
or dopaminergic disorders. For 
dementia patients, DaTscan has 
been successfully used in Eu-
rope to distinguish Alzheimer’s 
disease from a dementia called 
Lewy Body disease. The ability 
to accurately diagnose such 
conditions has important impli-
cations for treatment. 

  Source: Cedars Sinai 

Diagnosing Parkinson’s Disease 

DaTscan of normal patient  DaTscan of patient with  
     Parkinsonian syndrome 

 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 
 

 New Lung Cancer Screening 
Guidelines 

 HIDA scan protocol change 
 Preauthorization 
 Cost and Quality 
 Staff News 
 
     Todd Reyburn MD   Keith Wexler MD 

2008 West Boulevard   
Kokomo IN 46902   (765) 454-9729 

AMIkokomo.com 

     
          

             Advanced Medical Imaging 
       

  
   MRI     CT    Xray      HIDA      Cardiac Stress       NUCLEAR     Ultrasound    Bone Density     Mammography 

Winter 2014 

 



  
    MRI     CT    Xray      HIDA      Cardiac Stress      NUCLEAR    Ultrasound      Bone Density     Mammography 

Guidelines recommending an-
nual low-dose CT lung cancer 
screening for older smokers 
have been approved by the 
US Preventive Services Task 
Force.   
 
The recommendations apply to 
individuals aged between 55 
and 80 who are at high risk for 
lung cancer as a result of heavy 
smoking.  The guidelines are 
published in the journal Annals 
of Internal Medicine.   
 
According to the American 
Cancer Society, approximately 
228,190 new cases of lung can-
cer will have been diagnosed 
during 2013, with 159,480 
deaths from the disease.  This 
accounts for around 27% of all 
cancer deaths.  Background in-
formation from the guidelines 
states that around 85% of all 
cases of lung cancer are caused 
by smoking, and the risk of 
lung cancer increases with age, 

particularly for those aged over 
55.  A panel from the USPSTF 
reviewed more than 33 studies 
involving current or former 
smokers who were at average 
or high risk for developing lung 
cancer.  The analysis included a 
study of more than 50,000 peo-
ple who were a part of the Na-
tional Lung Screening Trial.  
From their research, the panel 
found that low-dose computed 
tomography (CT) lung cancer 
screening was more accurate in 
identifying the disease in its 
early stages, compared with al-
ternative screening tests. 
 
   
The NCCN recommend annu-
al screening for two high risk 
groups.  The first group is for 
adults aged 55 to 80 who have 
a 30 pack year smoking histo-
ry excluding those that have 
quite more than 15 years ago.  
The second group are adults 
over 50 that have a 20 pack 

year smoking history, are a 
current smoker and have at 
least one additional risk fac-
tor.   
 
Pack years is the number of 
packs per day multiplied by the 
number of smoking years. 
 
The National Lung Screening 
Trial has shown that lung can-
cer mortality is reduced by 20% 
when using low dose CT over a 
chest X-ray for high risk adults.                          
 
Insurers will be phasing in cov-
erage of CT screening through 
January 1, 2015.  If patients 
wish to be screened without in-
surance coverage, Advanced 
Medical Imaging will provide 
low dose CT Lung Cancer 
screening for high risk patients 
for $99 through 2014.  Your 
referral is required. 
 

New LUNG CANCER Screening Guidelines 

For a consult or to refer a patient, please call 765-454-XRAY (9729) 

 

CT Lung Cancer Screening $99 



 
STAFF NEWS 
 
 AMI has had a 
long standing relation-
ship with IUKs  
Radiography Program.  
We are happy to have  
Stephanie Parton with 
us for her MRI clinical 
rotation this year. 
 
 

Pre-authorization  

 Pre-authorization is required by most private insur-
ers for MRI, CT and Nuclear exams.  Retroactive 
authorizations are rarely approved so it is critical to 
obtain the pre-auth before the patient arrives at our 
office.  Most insurers require the referring physi-
cian to initiate this process.  If you have suggestions 
on how to make this process easier for your staff, 
please contact Jodi Hartzler at our office to discuss 
ideas. 

Cost and Quality 

  

We have had an increase in the num-
ber of direct patient inquiries regard-
ing procedure costs.   

We are happy to talk with you and 
your patients about  exams and their 
estimated expenses.   

We strive to provide high quality, 
low cost procedures.  In general, we 
are far less expensive than hospitals 
and their centers.  Our fees include 
the radiologist professional compo-
nent unlike hospitals and other cen-
ters, which add an undisclosed 20-
30% for a separately billed radiolo-
gist. We also offer a discount of 
50% for self-pay patients.   

We maintain an “A” Anthem rating 
and are  accredited  through  the   
American College of Radiology. 
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For a consult or to refer a patient, please call 765-454-XRAY (9729) 

HIDA Scan Protocol 
Change 

 Bracco Diagnostics, Inc. announced that Kine-
vac (sincalide) production has been halted due 
to manufacturing delays.  Kinevac is the only 
intravenous cholecystogogue drug approved by 
the FDA to stimulate gallbladder contraction. 
During Kinevac shortages fatty meals are an 
alternative method to stimulate gallbladder con-
traction.  Although physiologic, their effective-
ness and accurate quantification are dependent 
on normal gastric emptying. Fatty meals stimu-
late endogenous cholecystokinin in the proxi-
mal small bowel and a delay in gastric empty-
ing will result in a delay in gallbladder empty-
ing and possibly inaccurate quantification of the 
Gall Bladder Ejection Fraction (GBEF).  To 
overcome this possible error, patients can ex-
pect increased study time to more than 2 hours.  
We use a standardized protocol and established 
normal values for GBEF. Ensure Plus (8 oz) is 
our current preferred method. The lower range 
of normal for GBEF at 60 minutes for this 
method is reported to be 33%.    
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To provide the highest quality in medical imaging 

Advanced Medical Imaging 
2008 West Boulevard 
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